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I. Introduction: 

UN Women is the United Nations’ entity dedicated to the empowerment of women 

and gender equality, established with the purpose of accelerating the process on meeting 

their needs worldwide. UN Women works alongside governments and civil societies to 

design laws, policies, services and programs needed to ensure that gender equality is 

implemented.   

Violence against women comprises a wide range of acts including verbal harassment 

and other forms of emotional abuse, such as daily physical or sexual abuse, and at the far 

end is femicide: the murder of a woman. 

It is known that a large proportion of femicides happen to women in violent 

relationships, and are committed by current or former partners. The term femicide is 

generally understood to involve intentional murder of women because they are women, but 

broader definitions include any killings of women or girls. 
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Although femicides are commonly perpetrated by men, there are also occasions when 

female family members may be involved. The act (femicide) differs from male homicide in 

specific ways, as in most femicide cases, these are committed by partners or ex-partners, 

involving an ongoing abuse situation at home, threats, intimidation, sexual violence and/or 

women having less power or fewer resources than their partner. 

 

In order to fight for gender inequality and 

pursuing the eradication of violence of any type 

against women, some actions have been taken, for 

example the implementation of  “The Inter-

American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence Against 

Women” which is an International Instrument adopted in 1994 in Brazil and signed by 32 

countries, but it wasn’t until 2013 that it incorporated the crime of femicide. 

According to the United Nations (2018) Latin América has 14 out of the 25 countries 

with the highest Rates of Femicide in the World, and 98% of gender related homicides are 

not properly prosecuted, often remaining unpunished, therefore this committee’s main 

purpose is to focus on possible ways of reducing the amount of intentional murders of 

women, as well as finding ways of correctly prosecuting gender based homicides and 

implementing harsh punishments to whomever was involved in previous, ongoing and 

further cases. 

 

 

Image 1.1: Femicide related propaganda 
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II. History of the Topic: 

The first recorded use of the word femicide dates back to the 1800s; in 1848 it was 

published in Wharton's Law Lexicon first edition referring to the killing of a woman, then 

in the 1970s, alongside the feminist movements, the current term emerged. It was first 

disseminated by the feminist author Diana E. H. Russel in 1976 as "the killing of females 

by males because they are female." at the Crimes Against Women Tribunal in Belgium, 

where she presented in the proceedings a testimony, the next part being a fragment of her 

opening statement:  

 

“We must realize that a lot of homicide is in fact femicide. We must recognize the 

sexual politics of murder. From the burning of witches in the past, to the more recent 

widespread custom of female infanticide in many societies, to the killing of women for 

"honor," we realize that femicide has been going on a long time. But since it involves mere 

females, there was no name for it before the term was coined.' 

          Russel D. (1976) 

 

Through the years, many other feminists have emphasized the main purpose of the 

killing, specifically the fact that it is carried out as a hate crime against women based 

merely on their gender, also referring to it as sexism. 

Some argue that society should not be placing so much importance in the murder of 

females, as in overall 80% of murder victims are men, therefore leading to suggestions 

about changing the term for one more inclusive than femicide; this being gendercide, 
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defined by The Economist (2010) as the systematic killing of a specific gender. But 

feminists have again specified the qualifications the murder of a woman meets to be 

considered as femicide; that it is centered within a household and is directly linked to 

domestic violence. In addition to such differences it is important to highlight the reality; 

almost 40% of partner related homicides involve a female victim, facing a merely 6% 

associate to male victims, making it the responsibility of the International Community to 

fully look into this matter.  

 

According to Nazareth S, Flores R, Zielke L, Freitas A, Silva S, Dorn V (2012) the 

murdered women are generally adolescents and young adults; and in some countries most 

of the victims lack economical resources, live in unsafe urban areas controlled by gangs or 

drug trafficking organizations, where safety is practically nonexistent for them, reason for 

femicides to be associated to economic deprivation, aggressive and sexist masculinity, 

activities related with organized crime, drug trafficking and armed conflicts. 

Nazareth S, et al (2012) quotes Grana (2001) saying that in several countries, a great 

amount of the femicides are related to women in violent relationships, who had also tried to 

end the relationship right before being murdered. 
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An example of the previous case was 

one of the first acts of gender violence which 

started the struggle against femicide, it 

occured even before the term femicide was 

commonly implemented; during the 1970s it 

forced the implementation of the “Who loves 

does not kill” campaign in Brazil; a Brazilian 

socialite had been murdered by her ex-

boyfriend after they broke up, but the 

perpetrator was found innocent under the 

argument of “defense of his honor”, 

mobilizing the society and women’s movement in pursuit of justice. 

 

Mexican feminists were among the firsts to fully adopt the term Femicide after the 

events in Juárez, México; inspiring feminists all over Latin America to organize anti-

femicide groups with the purpose of challenging the social injustice that femicide is.  

Some reports have been found to blame the victim for what happened establishing 

that being outside late, rounding questionable areas of a city pointing them as main causes 

rather than blaming the transgressor. In Latin America specifically, femicide can be linked 

to a history of Machism, civil confrontations and cultural influences. On the other hand, in 

the United States there were two recorded mass shootings in 2006 where the gunmen only 

shot female students and teachers; situation which would suggest a “machist ideology”, 

mainly because of the way the shootings were carried out.  

Image 1.2: Worldwide Femicide rates 
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This would also call upon the strengthening of gun laws, around the globe. 

UNODC (2019) reported, from a compilation of data, that eighty seven thousand 

(87,000) women were intentionally murdered in 2017 and at least 58% of the murders were 

carried out by intimate partners or family members, compared to 2012 cifres, forty eight 

thousand (48,000) women were intentionally killed by a family member or a current 

intimate partner, this number representing 47% of the recorded femicide victims, thus 

allowing to appreciate an increase in femicide between such years. 

In 2017 the known number of femicides in America was 8,000, placing the continent, 

third behind Asia (20,000) and Africa (19,000) regarding females killed by intimate 

partners or other family members. 

 

 

 

 

Although there are many subdivisions for femicide; four types have been described 

by the UN and the World Health Organization (2012): 

The intimate femicide or intimate partner homicide is the one committed by a 

current or former husband or boyfriend. According to a study conducted by the World 

Health Organization (WHO) and the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine 

(LSHTM); more than 35% of all murders of women globally are reported to be committed 

by an intimate partner. The same study revealed that an estimate of only around 5% of the 

Image 1.3: Femicide Media awareness 
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murders of men are committed by an inmate partner, and they often occur as an act of self-

defense due to ongoing intimidation or violence. The study also concluded that among 

general homicides only 15% are reported to be committed by an inmate partner. 

There are certain groups which might be at increased risk of intimate partner femicide 

such as pregnant women. 

 

Murders in the name of honor involve a female or male family member killing a 

girl or woman because of assumed sexual or behavioral transgression; this includes 

adultery, sex intercourse or pregnancy outside a marriage or even for being raped. This is 

often seen by the aggressor as a form of protecting the family’s reputation, they are also 

often used to cover up cases of incest. There is an estimated that each year there occur 

around five thousand (5,000) murders in the name of honor, also believed to be an 

underestimate.  

Most of this type of cases take place in parts of the Middle East and South Asia, as 

well as amid migrant communities. They are often committed using firearm, axes or edged 

tools; through strangulation, poisoning and other means. 

This type of murders are among the most awful consequences from culturally 

accepted discrimination against the female gender. 

 

Dowry-related femicide is linked to cultural practices and related to dowry. Its 

occurrence is primarily registered in areas of the Indian Subcontinent, involves newly 

married women being killed by in-laws over conflicts related to such dowry, meaning they 

bring insufficient dowry to the family. 
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Non-intimate femicide is the one committed by someone without an intimate 

relationship with the victim, if the femicide involves sexual aggression it may be referred to 

as sexual femicide. This can occur at random or systematic, particularly in the American 

Continent. According to WHO and The Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) nearly 

400 women have been inhumanly murdered during the past decade in Ciudad Juárez, on the 

Mexico-US border; in 2008 around 700 women were murdered in Guatemala, most of them 

were followed by a series of merciless sexual abuse and torture.  

 

After investigating most of the cases, analyzers have noticed certain pattern between 

the causes of femicide: 

At individual level: the relevant factors dare: witnessing marital violence as a child, 

being abused oneself as a child, having an absent or rejecting father (Heise, 1998), young 

age, alcohol abuse, personality disorders, low academic achievement, low income, history 

of violence in family. 

Relationships factors: involve male dominance in the family, male control of wealth 

in the family, marital verbal conflict (Heise, 1998, p.265), economic stress, and instability. 

Community factors: include low socioeconomic status or unemployment, isolation 

of woman and family, delinquent peer associations (Heise, 1998, p.265), poverty, and low 

social capital. 
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Social factors: are sense of male entitlement/ownership of women, masculinity 

linked to dominance, rigid gender roles, acceptance of interpersonal violence and physical 

chastisement (Heise, 1998, p.265), traditional gender norms and social norms supportive of 

violence, and weak community sanctions against domestic violence 

 

III. Current situation 

It wasn’t until recently that femicide emerged as a social problem, it had successfully 

eluded proper prosecution and although constant changes are being done to assure better 

protection and appropriate apprehension of perpetrators, socially, there’s tolerance and 

acceptance towards continuous violent behaviors against women, therefore a change in 

social norms is urgently needed to address harmful mentalities. 

Every year in the world, around 66,000 women are killed in violent ways, a UN study 

ties the raise in femicides to the tolerance of certain countries towards violence; as 1 out of 

4 women from the 25 countries with the highest rates of femicide declared that it was 

justifiable to be beaten for refusing to have intercourse with their husbands or arguing with 

them. 

 

About 14 countries of Latin American and The 

Caribbean have the highest number of femicides, 

they represent 50% of the countries with the highest 

rates of femicide, mostly these are regions in which 

Image 1.4: Protests for impunity regarding femicide 
open cases in Argentina 
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citizens’ perception of safety is the lowest in the world. There are multiple initiatives 

seeking to strengthen the fight against femicides worldwide, which, despite growing 

popular mobilization and pioneering legislation against gender-based murders, still has the 

world’s worst rates in what has been described as a “silent genocide,” Basically, the 

frequency of violence against girls and women, the lack of comprehensive and quality 

services that identify patterns of violence that could end in femicide, the lack of data and 

research without a gender perspective are common to all countries,” U.N. Women Regional 

Director Luiza Carvalho said, summing up the situation in Latin America. Constantly, 

when violence against women in Latin America is discussed, an age-old, ethnocentric 

rhetoric comes into play; one that focuses on regional culture, mainly “machismo,” 

(machism) as being the culprit for cases of gender violence in most parts of the region.  

 

Progress has been achieved in the matter, and 12 countries now penalize femicide 

(Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Honduras, 

Mexico, Panama, Peru and Uruguay). And in six countries they typify it in laws outside 

these codes (Costa Rica) and in five other countries they typify it in laws outside these 

codes (El Salvador, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Paraguay and Venezuela). Howsoever, the lack 

of statistics and available information in each country is alarming. Most states do not have 

reports nor keep up with the missing women or genetic data that could enable the location 

of the affected women, or other mechanisms that could help guarantee women’s rights. 

There’s a huge urge for this data to be compared between countries in order to determine 

what is effective and what isn’t to eradicate femicides. If the information was available, 

data and severity of the situation could be noticed in order to formulate well-founded 
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policies. Also, the impunity that abundes in the 

region is, to say the least, very worrisome. The 

regional director of U.N Women said the penal 

codes continue to be ‘androcentric’ which 

means ‘an adverse normative context for the adequate classification of cases involving 

certain forms of violence against women.’ When girls are murdered, the cases must be 

investigated immediately under the presumption that the case is a femicide, as in Mexico. 

This cases should be investigated properly without gender prejudices and stereotypes, 

reparations should be made, but is hard due the lack of proper inversion from the 

governments. 

UN Women is constantly supporting initiatives, strategies and projects to address 

femicide. In Guatemala, ranked seventh in femicide rates, has specific prosecution units 

and tribunals rates, has specific prosecution units and tribunals developed with the purpose 

of providing justice for these specific crimes. Meanwhile, in El Salvador, ranked first 

globally, and Nicaragua, procedures and policies have been established to support new 

comprehensive laws that focus on femicides. In Honduras, ranked third, the term has been 

included in the penal code as an unique crime, and through the ‘Safe and Friendly Cities for 

All’ UN Women leads data research and collection about femicide and other forms of 

women’s violence, to help and support decision-making. In El Salvador, with another 

International “Safe Cities” project, and specific unit was set up to assist women survivors 

of violence; recognition has been given by UN Women to the El Salvador’s government, 

“Ciudad Mujer”, which provides comprehensive support to survivors of women violence 

and constitutes a better practice. UN Women México has helped with the production of 

Image 1.5: UN WOMEN’s Logo 
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empirical analysis and evidence to support reforms that focuses on femicide as a crime with 

special sanctions. 

 

All Latin American countries have national 

plans and purposes of ending gender violence, 15 

focused especially against women. 27% of the 

countries have adopted ‘comprehensive laws’ that 

widen the perspective of violent expressions and 

establish more public/private protection. 

Additionally, around 16 countries have specifically 

criminalized femicide/feminicide. Despite all the breakthroughs, there’s still a ‘qualitative 

lap’. Meaning there are still many weaknesses and flaws of these mechanisms, as 

mentioned before.  

It is the lack of coherence between policies and legal instruments, as well as the little 

economical resources invested in the issue, that makes these goals very complicated to 

accomplish. 

In spite all the efforts and everything done, more is needed. We must urgently call on 

states to accelerate action and swift implementation of the agreements reached on ending 

all types of violence against girls and women, femicide in particular. We owe it to the tens 

of thousands of women killed every year. We can’t allow more women to be affected by 

this, by violence, abuse, death. Inaction is complicity. The time to act is now.  

 

Image 1.7: Femicide Watch, Platform on the Gender-Related Killings of Women and Girls 

Image 1.6: Protests in Mexico:  
“Ni Una Menos” Campaign. 
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IV. Country Profiles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Image 1.8: Femicide Statistics in Latin America (2016-2017) 

 

“Is obvious that violence against women knows no cultural, geographic, or social 

economic boundaries” (message of the UN’s Secretary General on the International Day 

for Ending Violence Against Women on 25th November, 2015)  

Although some states have established laws for the protection of women’s rights in 

the realm of domestic violence, there’s a small amount of countries that have legislated a 

wide diversity of violence manifestations against women done in public domain. More than 

half of the countries in the region categorized femicide/ feminicide as a specific crime. 

About 14 countries of the region have established laws or amendments to the penal code 

(Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, 

Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama and Peru) and two, (Argentina and 

Venezuela) have legally classified aggravated homicide for gender reasons. (ECLAC, 

2016). Also, the Gender Equality Observatory in Latin America and the Caribbean obtained 
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statistics and data on 24 countries, tracking the total number of femicides as the percentage 

per 100,000 women. In 2017, the highest absolute number of femicides (at least 1133 

victims) with a percentage of 1.1% per 100,00, was Brazil. In the other hand, El Salvador 

had the highest rate at 10.2% per 100,000 women. The data proves that femicides 

(homicides perpetrated for gender-based reasons against women) usually correspond to a 

majority of the total amount of intentional homicides of women.  

Success will only be achieved when efforts bring together law enforcement with 

health, economic progression and social services. Equal amounts of effort and 

implementation must be put into prevention, services for child and adult victims, and 

accountability for perpetrators. 

 

V. UN ACTIONS 

 

Spotlight Initiative 

Recently the European Union and United 

Nations have invested around €50 million support 

and invitation to end femicide in the region of Latin 

America, with this program that fund interventions 

with the purpose of improving women’s rights and to have a violence-free lifestyle. Will 

also provide a unique and special opportunity to show that a focused and significant 

investment in gender equality can make a big difference in the lives of girls and women. 

Image 1.9: Spotlight Initiative Logo 
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Furthermore, spotlight also addresses the phenomenon of gender-based homicides 

holistically through 6 pillars: primary prevention, quality services, data collection, gender-

equality legislation, strengthening of the institutional framework and the empowerment of 

the women’s movement.  

 

UNiTE to end violence against women 

This campaign focuses on existing international policy and legal frameworks, and 

works to synergize the efforts and work of all United Nations agencies and offices working 

to end violence against women.  

Main UNiTE’s approaches:  

● Enforcement and adoption of national laws to punish and address all forms of 

violence against girls and women, in line with international human rights standards.  

● Adoption and implementation of multi-sectoral country's plans of action that 

emphasize prevention and are properly resourced. 

● Establishment of analysis systems and data collection, on the prevalence of 

diverse forms of violence against girls and women 

 

Safe Cities and Safe Public Spaces 

First-ever global programme that implements, evaluates and develops policies, tools 

and comprehensive approaches on the prevention of and answer to sexul harrasment, within 

other forms of sexual violence against girls and women across diverse settings.  
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The developing of the program first started founding programmes in India, Ecuador, 

Egypt, Rwanda, and now spans over more than 20 cities 

This initiative continues to generate a great number of innovative results thanks to 

partnerships with national governments, mayor’s offices, female groups and community 

partners.  

 
UN Trust Fund against female violence 

UN Women uses the UN Trust Fund to End Violence against women to provide 

economical support to innovative approaches to prevent and stem the pandemic of violence. 

The fund works with NGOs (non-governmental organizations) and country teams to: 

● Prevent violence against girls and women: empowering groups that are 

especially at risk of violence, taking in count ethnic or indigenous minority women, 

adolescent girls and strategically engaging boys and men, as well as faith-based and 

traditional leaders to prevent violent behaviours.  

● Improve access to services: Such as psychosocial counselling, legal 

assistance, health care, increasing the capacity of service providers to effectively 

respond to the needs of girls and women affected by violence.  

● Strengthen implementation of policies, action plans and laws: Focusing on 

violence against girls and women through data analysis and collection, and by 

ensuring the transparent, effective and accountable actions from institutions in 

addressing violence against women 

This Trust Fund is uniquely placed to address the most urgent needs of women in 

their communities.  
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UN Women : educational programs of violence against women 

Most educational institutions and systems stay away from the issue of violence 

against females, finding it too hard or difficult to address the issue in an organized manner, 

so this initiative is a programme for schools all around the asiatic countries, following this 

actions: 

● Develop educational materials on attitudes and behaviours 

● Train teachers to address the issue and sensitively respond to students 

● Visit schools from the urba to remote rural areas around the country and 

region 

UN Women has strongly addressed the need for urgent action against femicide, 

insisted on States to categorize femicide as a specific crime, to implement legal framework 

and laws so cases are diligently investigated, perpetrators and brought to trial and victims, 

or their families offered adequate reparations, to make sure survivors have access to 

comprehensive and special services and long-term support, to create a change in social 

attitudes, behaviours and beliefs that perpetuate or condone violence, and to prevent 

violence from happening.  

UN Women partners and cooperate with UN agencies, governments, civil society 

organization, and other institutions to advocate for violence end, increase awareness of 

causes and consequences of violence; build capacity of partners to respond and prevent 

violence. Plus also promote the urge of changing norms and men’s behavior to advocate for 

women’s rights and gender equality. UN Women supports the expansion of access to 

quality multi-sectoral answers for survivors covering shelter, health, safety, justice and any 
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other essential services. Policy guidance helps to step up investments in prevention, the 

most long-term and cost-effective means to stop violence. 

 

VI. KEY POINTS 

1. Causes of femicide, specifically in Latin America. 

2. Weak community sanctions and impunity against women violence. 

3. Femicides number evolution in recent years. 

4. Lack of quantity and quality regarding statistics and data of the issue 

5. Implementation of regional policies and strategies.  

6. ‘Machismo’ and toxic masculinity consequences on society.   

7. Disclosure of femicide cases. 

8. Economical resources destined to femicide investigations. 

 

 

VII. POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS 

1. The creation of preventive strategies and policies: Demonstrated by 

industrialized countries, the creation of policies aimed at reducing social 

inequalities through control of their social, cultural and economic determinants, plus 

the provision of public services needed for women’s protection and empowerment 

2. Train and sensitize health staff: This could improve the documentation of 

cases of femicide and circumstances around them. The improvement of healthcare 

provider’s to identify violence and risk of femicide is needed.  
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3. Increase prevention and intervention research: Research is needed with a 

focus on perpetrators and potential perpetrators. Studies need to focus on cases of 

near-fatal intimate partner violence as well.  

4. Safety in public spaces: To address sexual harassment and other forms of 

violence, or in extreme cases, homicide in public spaces, implementing and 

improving the Safe Cities Initiative would help women feel more safe in their 

environments.  

5. Reducing gender equality and discrimination: Latin American Feminists 

theorists (Lagarde, 2008; Carcedo, 2000; Toledo, 2009) argues femicide as 

consequence of gender inequality, society structures such as patriarchy, impunity 

and institutional violence.  

6. Adoption of a regional model protocol regarding the investigation of 

femicides:  This could be a very useful tool to stop impunity. If adopted, this 

protocol could provide guidelines and appropriate instruments for a high quality 

investigation of these crimes, including the collection of evidence and in criminal 

prosecutions, to guarantee justice in all women’s cases. 

7. Implementation of laws and legal actions in all Latin America: In the 

alarming situation we now stand, all countries should count with a model law that 

should serve as a basis for creating or updating legislation on the violent death of 

women in the region, as well as strengthening actions for prevention, protection, 

care, investigation, prosecution, sanction and integral reparation.  
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VIII. LIST OF COUNTRIES 

1. Ambassador of the European Union to the United Nations: João Vale de 

Almeida 

2. Argentina  

3. Bolivia 

4. Brazil 

5. Canada 

6. Chile 

7. Colombia 

8. Costa Rica 

9. Cuba 

10. Dominican Republic 

11. Ecuador 

12. El Salvador 

13. Guyana 

14. Honduras 

15. Jamaica 

16. Nicaragua 

17. Panama 

18. Peru 

19. People’s Republic of China 

20. Puerto Rico 
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21. Russian Federation 

22. The French Republic 

23. United Mexican States 

24. United States of America 

25. United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

26. Uruguay 

27. Venezuela 
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